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Appendix B

Environmental Baseline
Action Area

The action area for this biological opinion is defined as that partion of the property that will be
developed by the applicants on NAS Ceeil,

“Status of the Species in the Action Area

ThereTias 1ot beer a survey for this species on NAS Cecil, but the habitats are suitable for the snake,
both within the proposed development and mitigation areas. While there is much development
throughout the base, including runways and attendant facilities and a vast roadway network, it has besn
demanstrated that eastern indigo snakes can and do survive in urhan seltings, at least in the short term,
Sites such as these are sinks for this species, however.

Effects of the Action on the Eastern Indigo Snake

The proposed action will result in the loss of esstern indigo snake hahitat through destruction and
fragmentation. The proposed development will likely result in “take,” as defined by the Act. Snakes
that are not taken directly as a result of construction, will more than likely be injured or killed as they
move between buildings, cross roadways, and come into contact with people,

Cumulative effects

Cumulative effects include the effects of futurs atate, local or private actions that are reasonably cerlain
to occur in the action area considered in this biological opinion. Future Federal actions that are
unrelated to the proposed action are not considered in this section because they require separate
consultation pursuant to section 7 of the Act.

The Service has considered cumulative effects with respect to this project and determined they do not
apply in this instance.

Zonclusion

The castern indigo snake is threatened by the loss of habitat, Although the proposed project will result
in habitat loss, there is a significant amount of habitat that will be retained and managed on NAS Cegil
for the benefit of all fish and wildlifé resources, including the eastern indigo snake. The castern indigo
snake ranges from southeast Georgia through peninsular Florida, This species is not dependent on any

particular habital type.

Afler reviewing the current status of the eastern indigo snake, the environmental baseline for the actinn
area, the effects of the proposed action and the comulative effects, it is the Servics’s biological opinion
that the future development on NAS Ceeil is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of the
eastern indigo snake, Mo critical habitat has been designated for this species, therefore, none will be

affected.
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INCIDENTAL TAKE

Sections 4(d) and 9 of the Act, as amended, prohibit taking (harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shaot, wound,
kill, trap, capture er collect or to attempt to engage in any such conduct) of listed species of fish or
wildlife without a special exemption. "Harm" and "harass" are further defined in Service regulations
(30 CFR 17.3). "Harm" is delined to inchude significant habitat modification or degradation that results
in death or injury to listed species by significantly impairing behavioral patterns such as breeding,
feeding, or sheltering. "Harass" is defined as an intentional or negligent set or omission which creates
the likelihood of injury to wildlife by annoying it to such an extent as to significantly disrupt normal
""" ~ belmvidral patterns, which include, but are not limited to, breeding, feeding or shelteri ng.

Under the terms of sections 7{b){4) and 7(c){2), taking that is incidental to and not intended as part of
the agency action is not considered a prohibited taking provided that such takin g is in compliance with
the terms and conditions of thiz incidental take statement,

The measures described below are non-discretionary, and must be implemented by the agency so that
they become binding conditions of any grant or permit issued to the applicant, as appropriate, in order

for the exemption in section 7{(a)(2) to apply.

The Federal agency has a continuing responsibility o regulate the activity that is covered by this
incidental take statement, If the agency (1) fuils to require the applicant to adhere to the terms and
conditions of the incidental take statement through enforceable terms that are added to the permit or
grant document, or (2) fails to retain oversight to ensure compliznce with these terms and conditions, the

protective coverage of section 7(0)(2) may lapse,

Sections T(b)(4) and T(e)2) of the Act do not apply to the incidental take of listed plant species.
Huowever, protection of listed plants is provided to the extent that the Act requires a Federal permit for
removal or reduction to possession of endangered plants from arezs under Federal Jurisdiction, or for
any act that would remove, cut, dig up, or damage or destroy any such species on any State or in the
course of any violation of a State criminal trespass law.

Amount or Extent of Take

The Service has reviewed the biological information for this species, information presented by the
applicant's consultants, and other available information relevant to this action, and based on our review,
incidental take is anticipated for all eastern indigo snakes and their eges within the construction areas on -

NAS Ceeil.

Lffect of the Take

In the accompanying biclogical opinion, the Service determined that this level of anticipated take is not
likely to result in jeopardy to the species or destruction or adverse modification of critical hahitat,
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Reasonable and Prudent Measures

When providing an incidental take statement the Service is required to give reasonable and prudent
measures it considers necessary or appropriate to minimize the take alen i with terms and conditions that
must be complied with, to implement the reasonable and prudent measures. Furthermore, the Service
musl also specify procedures to be used to handle or dispose of any individuals taken, The Service
believes the following reasonable and prudent measure 1s necessary and appropriate to reduce take:

Implement on-site procedures to avoid take of the sastern indigo snake. Sl g

Terms and Conglitions

To implement the above reasonable and prudent measure, the Service has outlined the following terms
and conditions for incidental take. In accordance with the Interagency Cooperation Regulation {50 CFR
4012), these terms and conditions must be complied with to implement the reasonable and prodent

measure for incidental take:

L. An eastern indigo snake protection‘education plan shall be developed by the applicant or requestor
for all construction personnel to follow, The plan shall be provided to the Service for review and
approval at least 30 days prior to any clearing activities, The educational materials for the plan
could consist of a combination of posters, videos, pamphlets, and lectures (e.g., an ohserver trained
to identify eastem indigo snakes could use the protection/education plan to instruct construction
personnel before any clearing activities oceur). Informational signs should be posted throughout the
construction site and contain the following information:

a description of the eastern indigo snake, ils habits, and protection under Federal Law,

a

b. instructions not to injure, harm, harass or kill this species;

¢. directions to cease clearing activities and allow the eastern indigo snake sufficient time to move
away from the site on its own before resuming clearing: and,

d. telephone numbers of pertinent agencies to be contacted if a dead castern indigo snake is
encountered. The dead specimen should be thoroughly soaked in water, then frozen,

2. Onby an individual, who has been either authorized by a section 10(a)(1)(A) permit issued by the
Service, or designated as an agent of the State of Florida by the Florida Fish and Wildlife

Conservation Commission for such activities, is permitted to come in contact with or relocate an
“pastern indigo snake.

3. Ifnecessary, eastern indigo snakes shall be held in captivity only long enough to transport them to a
release site; at no time shall two snakes be kept in the same container during transportation,

4. An eastern indigo snake monitoring report mus=t be submitted to the Florida Field Office
within 60 days of the conclusion of clearing phases. The report should be submitted whether or not
eastern indigo snakes are observed. The report should contain the following information:

a. any sightings of eastern indigo spakes;

i
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summaries of any relocated snakes if relocation was approved for the progect (e.g., locations of
where and when they were found and relocated);

thorough description of the preserve area for castern indigo snakes if a preserve area was
approved (e.g., types of habitats, percent cover of dominant species); and

d. summaries of maintenance activities and schedules for the preserve area,

REINITIATION OF SECTION 7 CONSULTATION

This concludes formal consultation on the action u_utlg_md in the request. As provided in 50 CFR
“Section 402,16, reinitiation of formal consultation is required when discretionary Federal agency
invelvement or control over the action has been retained and if: (1) the amiount or extent of incidental
talce is exceeded, (2) new information reveals effects of the agency action that may affect listed species
or critical habitat jr Jrjo an extent not considered in this biological opinion, for example the
: Sleuserapesker survey, (3) the agency action is subsequently medified ina

manner that czuses an eﬁ‘act tn- the II::,1¢L‘1 species or critical habitat not considered in this bioldgical
opinien, or (4) a new species is listed or critical habitat designated that may be affected by the action. In
instances where the amount or extent of incidental take iz exceeded, any operations causing such take

must cease pending reinitiation.

Smc::ru[}r,

P&J L

e Peter M, Benjamin
Assistant Field Supervisor

oo

FW5-Atlanta ES

5: palmerhi2-93 dacm'035,29.02
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Mr. Mark W. Lusk

Difice of Project Faclitabion & Compliance
Matiomal Energy Technology Laboratory
L5, Department of Energy

PO, Bo B850

Morgantown, WV 26507-0850

EE: US. Department of Energy - Renewable Energy Research and Development - Dieafl
Environmental Assessment for Saft America, Inc., Electric Drive Vehicle Battery and
Component Manufacturing Initiative Application - Jacksenville, Duval County, Florida,
SAL# FL20091 21650580

[rear Wr. Lusk:

Florida State Clearinghouse staff has received and reviewed the referenced Draft
Environmental Assessment (EA) under the following authorities: Presidential Execative Order

12372; Section 4030610400, Florids Statutes: the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U1S.C, €%

1451-1464, as amended; and the Mational Environmental Policy Act, 42 US.C. 949 43214347, as
amended.

Based on the mformation contained in the Draft EA and issuance of Environmental Besource
Perimit (ERP) Mo, 4-031-F0452-8 by the St Johns Fiver Waber Manapement District (SJTRWMD,
the state has determined that the proposed project is consistent with the Florida Coastal
Managemenl Progeam (FCMP). The state's final concurrence of the project’s consistency with
the FCMP was determined during the environmental resource permitting stage in accordance
with Section 373,428, Florids Stalules. The funding applicant is advised to continue coordination
with SJEWMD staff to ensure compliance with the conditions of the EEP and any subsequent
maedifications,

If vou have anv questions regarding this message or the state intergovernmental review
process, please don't hesitate to contact me at {(850) 245-21700or Lauren. Millipan@dep.state. fl. us.
Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

Lawnen T, Mitligan

Lauren P. Milligan, Environmental Manager
Florida State Clearinghouse

Florida Department of Environmental Protection
3900 Commonwealth Blvd, M5 47

Tallahasses, FL 32399300

ph. (830) 245-2170

Fax (B30) 245-2190
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Kurt 5. Browning
Secretary of State
DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES

Mr. Mark W. Lusk Janwary 5, 2010
ULE. Department of Encrgy

PO, Box 8B0, MS BOT

Maorgantown, West Virginia 265070880

RE:  DHR Project File Mumber: 2000-7403
US Department of Energy
Draft Environmental Assessment for Saft America, Ine. Electric Drive Vehicle Batery
and Component Muonufacturing Indtiative Application
Jacksonville, Duval Coumnty

Dear Mr. Lusk:

This office reviewed the referenced environmental assessment for possible impact to historic properties
listed, or eligible for listing, in the National Register of Historic Places. The review was comducted in
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended. wnd 56
CFR Part 800: Protection of Historic Properties,

It i the opinion of this office that cultural and historical resources have been adequately addressed in
this docuament, and we mainiain our concurrence that the proposed undertaking will have no effect on
historic properties,

If you have any questions conceming our comments, please contact Samantha Eamest, Historic
Preservationist, by electronic mail at sweamest @ dos sane us, or by telephone ot 850.245.6333 or
BONLB47.7278.

Sincerely,

Savica L. Marmmocee

Laura A Kammerer
Diepury State Historie Preservation Officer
For Review and Compliance

500 5. Bronough Street » Tallahnssee, FL 323990250 » httpefwww. heritage.com

01 Drirector’s Oifice O Archasalogical Research & Historic Preservation
TS Z45-6300 = FAX: H5-6436 [E50) 245-5444 + FAN: 2d5-h452 (BRI 245-6733 # FAN: 156437
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
POST OFFICE BOX 4870
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32232-0013

REFLY TD

ATTERTH: January 6, 2010
Regulatory Division

Morth Permita Branch

Jackgonville Permits Secticm

.5, Deparktment of Energy

Mational Energy Technology Laboratory
Attn: Mr, Mark Lusk

Pogt Office Box BE80

Morgantown, Wesk Virginia Ze507-0880

ear Mr. Lusk:

The U.5. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) received and reviewed
documents assoclated with your correspondence, dated December 10,
200%, concerning the Draft Environmental! Assesament for Saft America,
Inc. EBlectric Driwve Vehicle Battery and Component Manufacturing
Initiative Application, Jacksonville, FL (DOEJEA-17110) (Draft BA) .

The Draft EA indicates that waters of the United ZStates (wetlands)
encountered at the Cecil Commerce Center have been surveyed, permitted
and are being mitigated through an existing mitigation plan as part of
the permit issued to the City of Jacksenville and the Jacksocrville
Airpork Ruthority in 2004 by the Corps, Jacksonwille Diatrict.
Further, the Draft EA indicates that although atanding water can occour
at the Saft America project site, the entire transfer parcel from the
Naval Air Station Cecil Field has been assessed for wetlands and nons
were identified on the proposed project site.

In consideration of the information contained within the Draft EA,
resources within our purview would not be affected by the werk
proposed. Therefore, the Corps has no objection to the work proposed.

If you have any guestions regarding this correapandence, please

contact Mr., Mark E. Evans at the letterhead addresa, by elactronic
mail at mark.r.evans@usace.army.mil, or by telephone at 903-232-2028.

SBincerely,

/z_,_l Jeffrey Collins
i Chief, Jacksonville Permits Section
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SR
e 1:",5”

Y UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
2 HEGION 4
4 ATLANT A FEDEFAL CENTER
3“1» >3 &1 FORSYTH STHEET
A eyt ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303-B50

January 12, 2010

Mr. Mark W, Lusk

Office of Project Facilitation & Compliance
L5, Department of Energy

National Energy Technology Laboralory
3610 Collins Ferry Road

P.O. Box 880, MS BO7

Morgantown, WY 26307-0880

RE: EPA Review and Comments on
Draft Environmental Assessment {EA) for
Saft America. Inc. Electric Drive Vehicle Battery and
Component Manufacturing Initiative Application
Jacksonville, Florida

Dear Mr. Lusk:

EPA Region 4 reviewed the subject Environmental Assessment (EA) pursuant 1o
Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, The purpose of this letter is to provide you with EPA's
comments regarding potential impacts of the proposed project.

The document describes the proposed construction and operation of a high-
virlume manufacturing plant to build advance lithium-ion cells and batteries for military
hybrid vehicles, aviation, smart grid support, broadband backup power, and energy
storage for renewable energy, This action would take place pursuant 1o the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. The DOE's proposed action is to provide cost-
shared funding for the facility's construction and operation.

Based on the information provided in the EA. we support the project and believe
the proposed Saft America facility and its operation do not appear 1o represent a
significant impact to human health and the environment. However, appropriate worker
protection measures and adherence to OSHA stundards will be important measures
during construction and operation of the facility, as the most likely receptors of any
adverse impacts to public health would be experienced by on-site employees. Based on
our review of the Draft EA. clarification of demographics. data references and maps
should be addressed. Our detailed comments are attached.

Internat Addrass (LIAL) « hilp:thwees.apa gay
FrecycledPlacyciakin « Prmed with Vg lidie O Basod ke on Hisoy chead Papar (itamm 30% Paslcaasannsg
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this EA If you have any guestions,
contact Ramona MeConney of my staff at (404 562-9615.

Sincerely,

s Fi
Vgl v /éziéw

Heinz J. Mueller, Chicf
NEPA Program Office
Office of Policy and Management

# {)/m_
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EPA Review and Comments on
Drafi Environmental Assessment (EA) For
Saft America, Inc. Electric Drive Vehicle Battery
and Component Manufacturing Initiative Application

Demographics data/Environmental Justice (EJ):

Section 2.1: Based on the maps included in the Draft EA, it is unclear how far the
residents are from the proposed project site. A map should be provided that shows
the locations of residential areas,

Section 3.3.1.1: The Draft EA indicates that the project is in an enterprise zome,
and there is high unemployment within the proposed project area. However,
demographics information regarding race does not appear to be included in the
document. A race and ethnicity assessment of the surroundin & area should be
provided and associated with the unemployment information 1o clarify EI
ITIpRICES.

Supporting data;

3.

Section 3.1; A windrose gssessment including maps should be provided, showing
prevailing wind direction for the area,

Section 3.2: Rainfall amounts should be provided relative 1o run-off pedential and
groundwater infiltration,

Section 3.2.1.1: References regarding the low gradient. including a topographical
map, should be provided,

Section 3.2,1.3: A pictorial result of the Terracon 2000 and ERS 2000 wetland
assessment should be provided. Ctherwise, wetland areas should be delineated via
maps. Construction details should be provided regarding potential wetland
impacts, if any impacts are anticipated.

Section 3.3.2.1: Documentation of the local tetrestrial and aguatic ecolagical
structures associated with the area should be evaluated. This should include a list
of endangered species potentially associated with the area,
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>»=> <Candace Mading@hws.gov= 1/19/2010 3:30 PM >>>

Hello Mark - Thank-you for sending your drafl environmental assessment to the ULS. Fsh and Wildlife
Service to review the Saft America, Inc. Electrive Drive Vehile Battery & Component Manufacturing
initiative - at Cecil Fedd Commerce Center in Jacksonwville, FL, in order to obtain ARRA funding.

We apaologize for responding after the January 12, 2010, deadline. Our comments regarding this
assessment are as follows:

1) Your conclusions indicated "No adverse impacts to waber resources, biological resources, geology and
solis, environmental justice,......etc. would occur. However, there was no subjection heading, discussion
o kentification of any Pederally-listed species that may potentially be located In the project area
addressed in this assessment.

2} Based on the habitat types found in this general area, gopher tortalse burrows may be in the project
area which may be utilized by the federally-threatened Eastern Indigo snake. Based on the results of
future surveys for the state threatened gopher tortoises that would he required by the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission (PWC), cur agency through consuftation with the Army Corps of
Engineers may peguest the applicant to adhers to the Eastern Indige Snake Standard Protection
Maasures,

3) There ts always a potential for a bald eagle nest to be located in the area by the time this project were
to move forward with construction, Tf there is a nest within 660 feet of the project, the applicant would
need to contact our office and the PWC for further guidance. In order to obtain the most recent survey
data for bakd eagles, you may contact Japell Brushi@iMyPWC, com for bocation information or call her at
[352)55-2081.

This concludes our review for this referanced project. Thank-you for the opportunity to comwment.

560 5 e o O S S O 0 0 O O e

Candace Martino, Fish and Wildlife Biologist
L.5. Fish and Wildlife Service

E-mail:candace martino@ fws. gov

http:www. Bas_gov/northflonda

7915 Baymeadows Wav, Suite 200
Jacksonville, Florida 32236-7517

9047313142 (dircet)

O04,731.3336 (main)

Gk F31 3045 or 3048 (fax)
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